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1 Introduction 

In accordance with Part XI, Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 

as amended, and Part VIII, Article 80 & 81 of the Planning and Development 

Regulations 2001 as amended, Waterford City and County Council has given notice 

of its intention to carry out a pedestrian and cycle improvement scheme along the 

Newtown Hill and Newtown Glen in Tramore as shown in Figure 1.1 below comprising 

narrowing of the existing carriageway and provision of new and upgraded pedestrian 

and cycle facilities within the scheme extents.  

 

 
Figure 1.1 Scheme Extents 
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This report is prepared for inclusion with the Plans and Particulars being made 

available for public inspection in accordance with the above Act and Regulations. It 

describes the need for and objectives of the Proposed Scheme and provides a detailed 

description of it. This report is to be read in conjunction with the following drawings 

included in Appendix A which show details of the Proposed Scheme and which, along 

with this Report, will also be made available for public inspection: 

 

 

 

Drawing number Rev Drawing Title 
210512-101 5 Proposed Layout – Sheet 1 of 3 
210512-102 5 Proposed Layout – Sheet 2 of 3 
210512-103 5 Proposed Layout – Sheet 3 of 3 
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2 Need for Scheme 

There are a number of specific safety issues identified that need to be addressed 

including:  

• The width of the Newtown Hill and Newtown Glen varies from 8.9m to 11.3m 

which are conducive to the development of inappropriate speed.  

• There is a lack of adequate pedestrian crossings along Newtown Hill and 

Newtown Glen.  

• The existing footpath widths are narrow in places and may not be able to 

accommodate two pedestrians passing one another. 

• There are no cycle facilities along the entire length of the scheme. 

• There is one primary schools, one secondary school, a sports ground, Caravan 

& Camping Park, and several housing estates within the 1,5km radius. The 

existing pedestrian and cycle facilities are not sufficient to cater for the 

pedestrian and cycle flows to and from these developments. 

 

 

3 Scheme Objectives  

The scheme objectives are as follows: 

 

• to prioritise pedestrian and cycle movements over vehicles 

• to provide a safer and more attractive connection between schools, sports 

ground, Caravan & Camping Park, and the numerous housing estates along 

the scheme extents. 
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4 Design Standards 

 

The scheme is located within the 50km/h speed limits. It has been designed in 

accordance with the following design standards: 

 

• Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (DMURS) 

• National Cycle Manual 

• Traffic Signs Manual 

• TII Publications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WCCC                                                                                              Newtown Scheme Tramore 

Page 6  
 

 
5 Principal features of the Scheme 

The main elements of the proposed scheme are:  

• Reduction in carriageway width by the provision/improvement of footpaths and 

cycle lanes and shared surface to encourage reduction in speed and to reduce 

crossing distances at pedestrian crossings.  

• Provision of adequate width footpaths throughout the scheme. 

• Provision of an adequate cycle-pedestrian shared facility along L4054-0 

Newtown road and L-8089-0 Newtown Woods road. 

 

The typical cross-section along the Newtown section of the scheme will consist of the 

following: 

 
Typical cross section 
 

• Verge 
• 3.0m Shared Surface (pedestrian and cyclist) 
• Verge 
• 6.0m Carriageway 
• Verge 
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6 Environmental Assessment 

 

6.1 APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT  

Please refer to PRE-PART 8 PLANNING ASSESSMENT report and Habitats 

Directive Project Screening Assessment report.  
 

6.2 ECOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT 

The following information was sourced from the Geohive database  
 

 

Figure 6.1 Tramore Dunnes and Back Strand SAC (source: Geohive Map) 
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Figure 6.2 Tramore Back Strand SPA (source: Geohive Map) 
 

 

Figure 6.3 Mid-Waterford Coast SPA (source: Geohive Map) 
 

The ecological sites shown in the images above are a Special Area of 

Conservation named Tramore Dunnes and Back Strand SAC, Site Code 

000671, a Special Protection Area named Tramore Back Strand SPA, Site 

Code 004027, and a Special Protection Area named Mid-Waterford Coast SPA, 

Site Code 004193. 
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None of the above sites are located within the scheme extent. It can be 

concluded that the proposed scheme, individually or in combination with other 

plans or projects, will have no effect on any of the ecological sites. 
 

6.3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONSTRAINTS 

The following information was sourced from Geohive database. 

 

 

            Figure 5.4 National Monuments Service - Archaeological Survey of Ireland (source: Geohive Map) 
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The National Monuments Service – Archaeological Survey of Ireland, viewable 

on the Geohive database, shows the following archaeological sites shown on 

Figure 5.4 above. In the table below the site(s) are listed and described.  

 
 Entity ID Name Description 

 
1 WA03321 Archaeological features in 

Area 4, Tramore Ring Road 
Situated on an E-facing slope, and now at the 
edge of a roundabout. Archaeological testing 
(Excavation Licence 01E0900) in advance of the 
Tramore ring-road identified archaeological 
features in Area 4. Three small pits (dims. c. 0.2-
0.5m; D 0.05-0.22m) were identified, some 
containing burnt bone, and three undiagnostic 
lithics were recovered. (Tierney and Power 
2001, 6-8). 
Tierney, J. and Power, K. (2001) Archaeological 
excavation report. Phase 4. Tramore Ring Road, 
Co. Waterford. Unpublished report. Eachtra 
Archaeological Projects.  Compiled by: Michael 
Moore  Date of upload/revision: 27 May 2011 

 

A desktop review concluded that the above archaeological site is in the 

proximity of the scheme but will not be impacted by the scheme. Given the 

nature and extent of the proposed works, there are no archaeological 

constraints to the project. 
 

6.4 ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE CONSTRAINTS 

A review of the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAN) National 
database, viewable on the Geohive database, indicated no known sites 
within the scheme extent. 
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7 Public Display Periods 

 
A copy of the Public Notice is contained in Appendix E to this Explanatory Report. 

 

8 Submissions 

Written submissions or observations on the proposed development, with respect to 

the proper planning and sustainable development of the area in which the 

development will be carried out, may be made in writing to: 

iludlow@waterfordcouncil.ie 

or 

Ian Ludlow, 
Staff Officer,  
Active Travel 
Waterford City and County Council, 
The Mall, 
Waterford. 
 
 
to be received on or before 4 p.m. Tuesday 28th of June 2022 
 

Submissions should be clearly marked Submission Part 8 Newtown Hill.

mailto:iludlow@waterfordcouncil.ie


 

APPENDIX A – DRAWINGS 
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APPENDIX B – Pre part 8 report  
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LOCAL AUTHORITY WORKS PART 8 

 

 

PRE-PART 8 PLANNING ASSESSMENT 
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Description of Development the Subject of Part 8 
 
To carry out a pedestrian and cycle improvement scheme along  Newtown Hill and Newtown Glen in Tramore 

as shown in Figure 1.1 below comprising of the narrowing of the existing carriageway and provision of new 

and upgraded pedestrian and cycle facilities within the scheme extents.  
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Purpose of the Scheme  

The purpose of the scheme is to prioritise pedestrian and cycle movements over vehicles and to provide a 

safer and more attractive connection between the three primary schools, the secondary school, sports 

ground, Caravan & Camping Park, and the numerous housing estates along the scheme extents. The 

proposed works will address a number of characteristics of the current road network which act as 

impediments to the delivery of more sustainable modes of transport such as;  

 

• The width of Newtown Hill and Newtown Glen road varies from 8.9m to 11.3m which are conducive 

to the development of inappropriate speed.  

• There are a lack of adequate pedestrian crossings along Newtown Hill and Newtown Glen.  

• The existing footpath widths are narrow in places and may not be able to accommodate two 

pedestrians passing one another. 

• There are no cycle facilities along the entire length of the scheme. 

• There is a primary school, one secondary school, a sports ground, Caravan & Camping Park, and 

several housing estates within the 1.5km radius. The existing pedestrian and cycle facilities are not 

sufficient to cater for the pedestrian and cycle flows to and from these developments. 

 
 
Planning Policy  
 
Waterford County Development Plan 2011-2017, as amended and extended 

 

The following policies and objectives are contained with the Waterford County Development Plan 2011-

2017, as amended and extended. The currently proposed pedestrian and cycling infrastructure upgrades 

along the Newtown Hill and Newtown Glen   are in keeping with and aid in delivery of these policies and 

objectives.  

 

Policy INF 14 “To implement the smarter travel policy framework as produced by the Department of 

Transport and to encourage the sustainable creation of cycle and pedestrian friendly communities through 

the provision of cycle paths and other initiatives to curtail the dependency on private motor vehicles whilst 

seeking to minimise the depletion of the hedgerow resource that could potentially arise from cycle path 

provision. 
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Objective 1NF 5 “It is the objective of the Council to support the policies of the ‘National Cycle Policy 

Framrework 2009-2020 Smarter Travel’, Department of Transport, April 2009 while ensuring that any 

environmental effects of the implementation of the policies are fully assessed and adequately mitigated”.  

 

Objective INF 6 “It is the objective of the Council to promote the sustainable development of safe and 

convenient pedestrian and cycling facilities in the towns and villages, to minimise the dependence on 

private motor vehicles, and to encourage an active and healthy lifestyle. New and upgraded road 

developments will be encouraged to integrate cycle lanes. These will include urban/village developments 

and short distance routes”. 

 

Policy INF 15 “The Council encourages a high quality of design and layout proposals within urban areas, 

which strive for universal accessibility for pedestrians, to provide adequate and convenient access to public 

transport and reduce the dependence on the private motor car”. 

 

Tramore Local Area Plan 2014-2020  

 

The Tramore Local Area Plan contains the following policies and objectives;  

  

Policy INF 1 “To implement the smarter travel policy framework as produced by the Department of 

Transport and to encourage the sustainable creation of cycle and pedestrian friendly communities through 

the provision of cycle paths and other initiatives to curtail the dependency on private motor vehicles whilst 

seeking to minimise the depletion of the hedgerow resource that could potentially arise from cycle path 

provision”. 

 

Policy INF 2 “Ensure that cycle lanes are provided throughout the Town, where possible on new roads and 

that designated cycle bays are provided for as part of new retail/commercial/office type developments”. 

 

Objective INF 1 “It is the objective of the Council to support the policies of the ‘National Cycle Policy 

Framework 2009-2020 Smarter Travel’, Department of Transport, April 2009 while ensuring that any 

environmental effects of the implementation of the policies are fully assessed and adequately mitigated or 

avoided”.  
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Objective INF 2 “It is the objective of the Council to promote the sustainable development of safe and 

convenient pedestrian and cycling facilities in the Town, to minimise the dependence on private motor 

vehicles, and to encourage an active and healthy lifestyle. New and upgraded road developments will be 

encouraged to integrate cycle lanes”. 

 

The proposed works to develop pedestrian and cycling infrastructure upgrades at Newtown, Tramore, do 

not materially contravene the policies and objectives of the Waterford County Development Plan 2011-

2017, as amended and extended nor the policies and objectives of the Tramore Local Area Plan. The 

proposed works will assist in the delivery of more sustainable modes of travel and the delivery of the 

policies and objectives of the Waterford County Development Plan 2011-2017, as amended and extended 

and those of the Tramore Local Area Plan in relation to same. 

Environmental Impact Assessment (E.I.A.) 

The proposed works to develop pedestrian and cycling infrastructure upgrades at Newtown, Tramore are 

not of a type of development included for under Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations 

2001, as amended. Based on the information submitted, consideration has been given to the nature, size 

and location of the proposed development in the context of the criteria set out in Schedule 7 to the 2001 

Regulations and it has been determined that Environmental Impact Assessment is not required. 

 

Built Heritage  

The site does not contain or impact on a protected structure or an Architecture Conservation Area and as 

such there are no issues relating to built heritage.  

 

Habitats Directive 

 

A Habitats Directive Screening Assessment was carried out by the Heritage Office and forms part of this 

assessment.  The findings of the assessment are summarised herein.  

 

There is no direct hydrological connectivity between the route of the proposed cyclepath and the Backstrand. 

Surface water will discharge to existing drainage network. The works will not incur loss of habitat from the  
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ecological footprint of the SAC or SPA.  Due to buffer distance between the site  development location  and 

the SAC and SPA  boundary which comprises mudflat habitat  at its western boundary  there is no potential 

for significant effects on the conservation objective for  the qualifying interest habitat at this location i.e. the 

works  will not contribute to a decrease in the permanent area of mudflat habitat subject to natural processes 

and will not affect the extent of Zostera dominated community in this part of the SAC and will not cause 

disturbance to feeding or roosting areas of qualifying bird interests of the SPA. 

Conclusion statement – there is no potential for significant effects on the conservation objectives of Tramore 

Backstrand SAC and SPA, and as such no further assessment required, thus the project can be screened out 

for Appropriate Assesment. 

 

Flood Risk Assessment (F.R.A.). 

The proposed works are not within a flood zone as identified by the Office of Public Works, the works will 

develop pedestrian and cycling infrastructure upgrades at Newtown, Tramore. Surface water will continue 

to discharge to the existing drainage network, the proposed works will not pose a flood risk or negatively 

impact on existing surface water disposal.  

Part 8 Works  

The proposed works constitute development to which Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 

2001 (as amended) applies. The proposed works are in accordance with Article 80(1) of the Planning and 

Development Regulations 2001(as amended) being works which involve;  

“The construction of a new road or the widening or realignment of an existing road, where the length of 

new road or of the widened or realigned road in an urban area is 100 metres or more or in the case of a 

rural road is 1 kilometre or more”. 

Hazel O’Shea 

Senior Executive Planner  

11th May 2022 
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APPENDIX C – Habitats Directive Project Screening Assessment  

 
Habitats Directive Project Screening Assessment 
 
Table 1:  Project Details 
 

Development Consent Type 
 Part 8 Local Authority Development 
Development Location 
 Tramore- Newtown 
File Ref 
  
Description of the project  
 

Cycle and Pedestrian Facilities Improvement Scheme along 
Newtown. 

 
Table 2: Identification of Natura 2000 Sites (SACs and SPAs) which may be Impacted by the 

proposed development 
 
Please answer the following five questions in order to determine whether there are any Natura 2000 sites which 
could potentially be impacted by the proposed development.   
 

Impacts on SACs 
 
1 Impacts On Freshwater Habitats  

Is the development within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include freshwater 
habitats, or in the catchment of same?  
 
Sites to consider:  Blackwater River, Lower River Suir 
Habitats to consider:  
Rivers, Lakes and Lagoons 

N 

2 Impacts On Wetland Habitats  
Is the development within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include wetland habitats, 
or within 1 km of same? 
 
Sites to consider: Comeragh Mountains 
Habitats to consider:  
Bogs, Fens, Marshes and Wet Heaths. 

N 

3 Impacts on Intertidal and Marine Habitats  
Is the development located within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include intertidal 
and/or marine habitats and species, or within the catchment of same. 
 
Sites to consider:  Tramore Dunes and Backstrand,  River Suir (Tidal Section), River Blackwater (Tidal 
Section), Waterford Estuary 
 
Habitats to consider:  
Mudflats, Sandflats, Saltmarsh, Estuary; Shingle, Reefs, Sea Cliffs. 

Y 
Tramore 
Backstrand 

4 Impacts On Woodlands , Grasslands and Dry Heaths 
Is the development within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying habitats include woodlands or 
grasslands  habitats, or within 200m of same. 
 
Sites to consider: Glendine Wood Nire Valley Woods, Ardmore Head, Helvick Head  
 
Habitats to consider:  
Woodlands, Grasslands or Dunes. 

N 

 
5 Impacts On Birds  

Is the development within a Special Protection Area, or within 1 km of same. 
 
Sites to consider:  Tramore Backstrand, Dungarvan Bay, Blackwater Callows, Blackwater Estuary, 
Helvick Head –Ballyquin Coast, Mid Waterford Coast   
 

Y 
Tramore 
Backstrand 
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Conclusion Table 2:  
If the answer to all of these questions is No, significant impacts can be ruled out for Natura 2000 sites.  No 
further assessment is required, proceed to the Habitats Directive Conclusion Statement.   
 
 
If the answer to any of these questions is Yes lease refer to tables 3 and 4 below.  
 
  
Table 3:  Determination of Possible Impacts On Natura 2000 Sites. 
Where it has been identified that there is a Natura 2000 site within the potential impact zone of the proposed 
development,   it is necessary to try to determine the nature of the possible impacts.  Please answer the following 
questions as appropriate.  
 

1 Impacts on designated freshwater habitats (rivers, lakes streams and 
lagoons). 
 
Sites to consider:  Blackwater River, Lower River Suir 
  
Please answer the following if the answer to question 1 in table 2 was yes.  
 
Does the development involve any of the following: 
 

 Works inside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

1.1 All works within the boundary of any SAC whose qualifying features 
include freshwater habitats/species, excluding small 
extensions/alterations to existing buildings. 
 

 

 Works outside the boundary of designated site 
 

 
1.2 Discharge to surfacewater or groundwater within the boundary of an 

SAC whose qualifying features include freshwater habitats/species. 
 

 

1.3 Abstraction from surfacewater or groundwater within 1km of the 
boundary of an SAC whose qualifying features include freshwater 
habitats or species. 
 

 

1.4 Removal of topsoil within 100m of the boundary of an SAC, whose 
qualifying features include freshwater habitats/species. 
 

 

1.5 Infilling or raising of ground levels within 100m the boundary of any 
SAC whose qualifying features include freshwater habitats/species. 
 

 

1.6 Construction of drainage ditches within 1km of the boundary of an SAC 
whose qualifying features include freshwater habitats/species. 
 

 

1.7 Installation of waste water treatment systems; percolation areas; septic 
tanks within 100 m of the boundary of an SAC site whose qualifying 
features include freshwater habitats/species. 
 

 

1.8 Construction within a floodplain of EU designated watercourse whose 
qualifying features include freshwater habitats/species. 
 

 

1.9 Crossing or culverting of rivers or streams within 1km of the boundary of 
any SAC whose qualifying features include freshwater habitats. 
 

 

1.10 Storage of chemicals hydrocarbons or organic wastes within 100 m of the 
boundary of an SAC whose qualifying features include freshwater 
habitats/species. 
 

 

1.11 Development of a large scale, within catchment of an EU designated 
watercourse or waterbody, which involves the production of an EIS. 

 

1.12 Development or expansion of quarries within catchment of an EU 
designated watercourse or waterbody. 
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1.13 Development or expansion of windfarms within catchment of an EU 
designated watercourse or waterbody. 

 
1.14 Development of pumped hydro electric stations within catchment of an 

EU designated watercourse or waterbody. 
 

 

2 
 

Impacts On Wetland Habitats  
Is the development within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include wetland 
habitats, or within 1 km of same? 
 
Sites to consider: Comeragh Mountains 
 
Habitats to consider:  
Bogs, Fens, Marshes and Wet Heaths. 
 
Please answer the following if the answer to question 2 in table 2 was yes.  
 

 Works inside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

2.1 All works within the boundary of an SAC whose qualifying features 
include heath, marsh, fen or bog, excluding small 
extensions/alterations to existing buildings. 
 

 

 Works outside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

2.2 Construction of roads or other infrastructure on peat habitats within 
1km of any SAC whose qualifying features include heath, marsh, fen or 
bog. 
 

 

2.3 
 

Development of a large scale within 1km of any SAC, whose qualifying 
features include heath, marsh, fen or bog, which involves the 
production of an EIS. 
 

 

3 
 

Impacts on Intertidal and Marine Habitats  
Is the development located within a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying interests include 
intertidal and/or marine habitats and species, or within the catchment of same. 
 
Sites to consider:  Tramore Dunes and Backstrand,  River Suir (Tidal Section), River 
Blackwater (Tidal Section), Waterford Estuary 
 
Please answer the following if the answer to question 1 in table 3 was yes.  

 Works inside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

3.1 
 

All works within the boundary of any SAC whose qualifying features 
include intertidal or marine habitats, excluding small 
extensions/alterations to existing buildings. 
 

N 

 Works outside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

3.2 Coastal protection works within 5km of any SAC whose qualifying 
features include intertidal or marine habitats. 
 

N 

3.3 
 

Development of piers, slipways, marinas, pontoons or any other 
infrastructure within 5km of any SAC whose qualifying features include 
intertidal or marine habitats. 
 

Y 

3.4 Dredging within 5km of any SAC whose qualifying features include 
intertidal or marine habitats. 
 

N 

3.5 
 

Works within 1km of any SAC whose qualifying features include intertidal 
or marine habitats, which will result in discharges to rivers or streams 
directly connected to the designated site.  
  

N  
No direct 
hydrological 
connectivity 
between 
cyclepath 
and 
Backstrand. 

3.6 Infilling of coastal habitats within 500m of any SAC whose qualifying 
features include intertidal or marine habitats. 
 

N 
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3.7 Removal of topsoil or infilling of terrestrial habitats within 100m of any 
SAC whose qualifying features include intertidal or marine habitats. 

N 

3.8 
 

Development of a large scale within 1km of any SAC whose qualifying 
features include intertidal or marine habitats, which involves the 
production of an EIS. 

N 

4 Impacts on other designated woodlands and grasslands 
(woodland, upland grassland, lowland grassland, coastal 
grassland including dunes). 
 
 
Sites to consider: Glendine Wood Nire Valley Woods, 
Ardmore Head, Helvick Head  
Please answer the following if the answer to question 4 in table 
2 was yes.  
 
Does the development involve any of the following: 

 

 Works inside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

4.1 
 

All works within the boundary of any SAC whose qualifying interests 
include woodland or grassland habitat types excluding small 
extensions/alterations to existing buildings. 

 

 Works outside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

4.2 Development within 200m of any SAC whose qualifying interests include 
woodland or grassland habitat types. 
 

 

4.3 
 

Development of a large scale within 1km of any SAC, whose qualifying 
interests include woodland or grassland habitat types, which involves the 
production of an EIS. 

 

5 Impacts on birds in SPAs 
 
Sites to consider:  Tramore Backstrand, Dungarvan Bay, Blackwater Callows, Blackwater 
Estuary, Helvick Head –Ballyquin Coast, Mid Waterford Coast   
 
Please answer the following if the answer to question 5 in table 2 was yes.  
 
Does the development involve any of the following: 
 

 Works inside the boundary of designated site 
 

 

5.1 
 

All works within the boundary of any SPA excluding small 
extensions/alterations to existing buildings. 

N 
 Works outside the boundary of designated site 

 
 

5.2 
 

Erection of wind turbines within 1km of any SPA. N 
5.3 All construction works within 100m of any SPA. 

 
N 

5.4 
 

Infilling of coastal habitats within 500m of intertidal SPA. N 
5.5 
 

Works within 1km of coastal/wetland SPAs which will result in 
discharges to rivers or streams that are directly connected to 
designated sites. 

N  
No direct 
hydrological 
connectivity 
between cyclepath 
and Backstrand. 

5.6 
 

Development of cycleways or walking routes within 100m of SPAs. 
 

>500m 
5.7 Construction works on feeding areas adjacent to SPAs N 

 
Conclusion Table 3:   If the answer to all of the above is no or n/a, significant impacts on Natura 
2000 sites can be ruled out.  No further assessment is required, proceed to the Screening Conclusion 
Statement.  If the answer to any question in table 3 is yes, you may require further information, unless 
you are satisfied that the project proponents have incorporated adequate mitigation into their design 
to avoid impacts on the Natura 2000 site (e.g. water pollution protection measures).  Such information 
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should be provided in the form of a Natura Impact Statement which should address the particular 
issues of concern as identified through the above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 4: Consideration of Potential Impacts on Protected Species  
Many of our Special Areas of Conservation are designated for species as well as for habitats.  These 
are listed below, alongside the sites for which they are designated.  Included is a short list of the types 
of activities which could have an impact on these species.  Please tick if you are concerned that the 
proposed development could have an impact on these species.   
 

  
Species 

 
Relevant Sites 

 
Activites which could have 
impacts on species 

 
Possible 
Impacts 
Identified? Y/N 

Otter Lower River Suir 
River Blackwater 
Waterford Estuary 

Activities that interfere with river 
banks. 

N 

Bats (all species 
outside designated 
sites) 

Blackwater River, Lower River Suir, 
Waterford Estuary 
Glendine Wood, Lismore  Woods Nire 
Valley Woods 
 
Along with above,  in general all 
sites with any of the following; 
woods, mature treelines and 
hedgerows, old buildings and  
bridges 

Activities that result in loss of woodland or 
hedgerow habitat or causes disturbance to 
roost sites.  Renovations of old buildings;  
Repointing of old bridges. 
 

N 

Salmon 
 

Lower River Suir 
River Blackwater 
Waterford Estuary 

Activities that interfere with water quality, 
levels or the river bed; 
 

N 

River Lamprey 
 

Lower River Suir 
River Blackwater 
Waterford Estuary 

Activities that interfere with water quality, 
levels or the river bed; 
 

N 

Brook Lamprey 
 

Lower River Suir 
River Blackwater 
Waterford Estuary 

Activities that interfere with water quality, 
levels or the river bed; 
 

N 

Sea Lamprey 
 

Lower River Suir 
River Blackwater 
Waterford Estuary 

Activities that interfere with water quality or 
the river bed – estuarine areas; 
 

N 

Twaite Shad 
Allis Shad 
 

Lower River Suir  
River Blackwater 
Waterford Estuary 

Activities that interfere with water quality or 
the river bed – estuarine areas; 
 

N 

White-clawed 
Crayfish 
 

Lower River Suir 
River Blackwater 
Waterford Estuary 

Activities that interfere with water quality or 
the river bed; 
 

N 

Freshwater Pearl 
Mussel 
 

Lower River Suir  
River Clodiagh 
River Lickey 
River Blackwater 

Activities that interfere with water quality, 
levels or the river bed ; 

N 

Whorled Snail 
Vertigo 
moulinsiana 

River Blackwater Activities that result in loss of fen, marsh or 
wet grassland habitat within or close to the 
SAC. 

N 

Killarney Fern Glendine Wood 
Lismore Woods (River 
Blackwater) 

Woodland clearance or other activities 
resulting in loss or disturbance to woodland 
habitat within the relevant SACs. 

N 

 
 

 
Species 

 
Relevant Sites 

 
Activites which could have impacts on 
species 

 
Possible 
Impacts 
Identified? Y/N 

Chough 
 

Mid-Waterford Coast(Fenr-
Ballyvoyle) 
Ballyquin- Helvick Head 
Coast 

Activities that result in loss of grassland habitat 
within or close to the SPA. Activities that  have 
potential to cause disturbance to nesting areas. 

N 
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Species 

 
Relevant Sites 

 
Activites which could have impacts on 
species 

 
Possible 
Impacts 
Identified? Y/N 

Peregrine Falcon Mid-Waterford 
Coast(Fenor-Ballyvoyle) 
Ballyquin- Helvick Head 
Coast 

Activities that  have potential to cause disturbance to 
nesting areas. 

N 

Herring Gull Mid-Waterford 
Coast(Fenor-Ballyvoyle) 
Ballyquin- 
Helvick Head 
Coast 

Activities that interfere with water quality.  
Activities that  have potential to cause disturbance to 
nesting areas. 
 

N 

Cormorant Mid-Waterford Coast(Fenr-
Ballyvoyle) 
Ballyquin- Helvick Head 
Coast 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  
Activities that  have potential to cause disturbance to 
nesting areas. 
 

N 

Kittiwake Ballyquin- Helvick Head 
Coast 

Activities that  have potential to cause 
disturbance to nesting areas . 

 

Whooper Swan  Blackwater Callows Activities that result in loss of grassland habitat within or 
close to the SPA. Activities that cause disturbance to 
roosting or foraging areas. 
Activities that increase collision risk. 

 

Light-bellied 
Brent Goose 

Dungarvan 
Harbour 
Tramore Back 
Strand 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas. 
Activities that result in loss of grassland habitat within or 
close to the SPA. Activities that increase collision risk. 

N 

Wigeon Blackwater Callows 
Blackwater Estuary 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas. 

 

Teal  

 

Blackwater Callows Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas.  

Black-tailed 
Godwit  

 

Blackwater Callows 
Blackwater Estuary 
Dungarvan Harbour 
Tramore Back Strand 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas. N 

Bar-tailed 
Godwit 

Blackwater 
Estuary 
Dungarvan 
Harbour 
Tramore Back 
Strand 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas. N 

Golden Plover  

 

Blackwater 
Estuary 
Dungarvan 
Harbour 
Tramore Back 
Strand 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas. N 

Grey Plover Dungarvan 
Harbour 
Tramore Back 
Strand 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas. N 

Oystercatcher Dungarvan 
Harbour 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas. N 

Lapwing  

 

Blackwater 
Estuary 
Dungarvan 
Harbour 
Tramore Back 
Strand 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas. N 

Dunlin  

 

Blackwater 
Estuary 
Dungarvan 
Harbour 
Tramore Back 
Strand 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas. N 



WCCC                                                                                              Newtown Scheme Tramore 

Page 26  
 

 
Species 

 
Relevant Sites 

 
Activites which could have impacts on 
species 

 
Possible 
Impacts 
Identified? Y/N 

Knot  

 

Dungarvan 
Harbour 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas.  

Turnstone  

 

Dungarvan 
Harbour 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas.  

Curlew  

 

Blackwater 
Estuary 
Dungarvan 
Harbour 
Tramore Back 
Strand 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas. 

N 

Redshank  

 

Blackwater 
Estuary 
Dungarvan 
Harbour 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas.  

Great Crested 
Grebe  

Dungarvan 
Harbour 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas.  

Shelduck Dungarvan 
Harbour 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas.  

Red-breasted 
Merganser  

Dungarvan 
Harbour 

Activities that cause reduction in water quality.  Activities 
that cause disturbance to roosting or foraging areas.  

 
Conclusion Table 4:   If the answer to all of the above is no, significant impacts on species can be 
ruled out.  If the answer to any of the above is yes, then further information is likely to be required in 
relation to potential for impact on that particular species.  Where potential impacts on the above 
listed species are within designated sites, then further information should be sought in the form of a 
Natura Impact Statement.  Where impacts are outside designated sites, then a species specific 
survey should be requested. 
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Habitats Directive Screening Conclusion Statement  
 

Development Type 
 Part 8 Local Authority 

Development 
Development Location 
 Tramore-Newtown 
Natura 2000 sites within impact zone 
 Tramore Back Strand SAC and SPA 
Planning File Ref 
  
Description of the project  
 
Cycle and Pedestrian Facilities Improvement Scheme along Tramore Link Road R675 and 
Newtown. 
 
 
Describe how the project or plan (alone or in combination) could affect Natura 2000 site(s) 
 
Surface water run off from increased  built surfaces and discharge to Backstrand. 
If there are potential negative impacts, explain whether you consider if these are likely to be significant, and if not, why not.  
 There is no direct hydrological connectivity between  the route of  the proposed cyclepath and  the 
Backstrand. Surface water will discharge to existing drainage network. The works will not incur 
loss of habitat from the ecological  footprint of the SAC or SPA.  Due to buffer distance between 
the site  development location  and the SAC and SPA  boundary which comprises mudflat habitat  
at its western boundary  there is no potential for significant effects on the conservation objective 
for  the qualifying interest habitat at this location i.e. the works  will not contribute to a decrease 
in the permanent area of mudflat  habitat subject to natural processes and  will not affect the extent 
of Zostera dominated community in this part of the SAC and  will not cause disturbance to feeding 
or roosting areas of qualifying bird interests of the SPA. 
 
 
Conclusion of assessment 
No potential for significant effects on the conservation objectives of Tramore Backstrand SAC and 
SPA, no further assessment required. 
Documentation reviewed for making of this statement. 
 
WCCC internal GIS 
Conservation Objectives Supporting Document for Tramore Backstrand SAC 
Completed By 
 Bernadette Guest 
Date 
 14th February 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Habitat Map of Western area of Tramore Backstrand SAC. 
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